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Abstract

Sarawak was occupied by the Japanese during World War II. Like the Chinese
in Singapore and Malaya, Sarawak Chinese community was also retaliated by the
Japanese army for supporting China during the Anti-Japanese War. For the Chinese in
Sarawak during WWII, the most profound lesson is: when the war breaks out, neither
the UK nor China can protect them, they must abandon the inherent immigrant thinking
and turn to protect this land by themselves, so they are willing to work with other ethnic
groups to build their own country. This change of thinking gave the local Chinese a
national consciousness of self-improvement and self-help, and the national suffering

they were carrying inspired the urgent need to reshape the spirit of nationalism.

Keywords: Japanese occupation, Sarawak Chinese, Anti-Japanese relief

fundraising, Nanqgiao mechanic, local nationalism
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