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Abstract

The development of historical studies on Malaysia and Singapore based on Chinese
sources has attracted little attention among researchers. Its origin may be traced to the
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historical and geographical studies of peripheral regions during the late Qing dynasty. In
the 1930s, a group of scholars who had migrated from China established the Nanyang
Studies Society and thus set the local tradition of Nanyang Studies. Subsequently, with
the teaching of history and geography at Nanyang University, Nanyang Studies as an
academic field was able to flourish. In the 1970s, rapid changes had brought about
unprecedented challenges to the Chinese community in the region, especially with regard
to the political, economic, social and cultural aspects. The Chinese community was thus
more anxious to understand the various problems that they encountered. With declining
interest in Nanyang Studies, it subsequently declined in significance. By the 1980s, it was
replaced by "Chinese Studies" with a shift of emphasis on the study of the Chinese
community.
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