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Abstract

Since Taiwan lifted "martial law" in the end of 20th century, there have been a
large number of "new historical fictions" in order to recall and rewrite historical
memory. This is a trend of historical narrative following steps of the traditional
historical novels, anti-communist historical novels, and post-colonial historical novels.
The production of a new historical narrative text, aimed at the diversity of ethnic
groups, gender, and class, re-opens the questions for the last stage that focused on
grand-narrative and official History.

This paper will concerns "second-generation mainlander" writers (Chu Tien-hsin,
Chang Da-Chun, Lin Yao-de) of the "new historical fictions" as examples, to examine
how after the lifting of martial law specific ethnic historical writings reveal a certain
kind of post-modern post-loyalist mental stage and literary discourse. As part of
Sinophone Literatures, the ethnic experiences and aesthetic performance have been
highly relevant in Taiwan Literature.

With beautiful language and sophisticated skills, second-generation mainlander
writers, are on one hand leading the trend of the new aesthetics, on the other hand, they
employ post-modern concepts on identity and history, to show their (so called
"post-loyalist") refusal about "mainstream" national discourse. Aesthetics, historical
issues and ideological exchanges, will be the main focus on this paper.

Keywords: New historical fictions, Post-loyalist, Post-modem,
second-generation mainlander writers, martial law
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