R 95 I& < NS T Journal of Malaysian Chinese Studies
%18-19#8, 20165, W101-119 Volume 18-19, 2016: 101-119

— it
Research Articles

E AR 5% -
UL “AEAERA IR A BAUR Y
Al

Virtual and Reality of National Identity: A Preliminary Study of the
Federation of Malaya National Congress of Registered Chinese

Societies and Associations in the Federation of Malaya for Citizenship

il & A

(HO Kee Chye)

i &

1950EAAH) DR W IEAL T R SRS MRS 30, 1948 F KR IEE 105
RT3 (D), HRHAXRLRHERIHILTHT, TI950ERBHILB
ELEGXEHRTE . DML EFRARRHRIKEE, (KR T 1955
FAERMRENEAT, R ONE T DREMHRE. TxEASEH KR
e, BREENHLSAERFARMARBSFIM BB T ABHERE. 195654
47, EREENFHIKRT, SRELAEAZEST “E2HEHAFIARK
K7, RBASAN AT RBA—TREARLHR. “2SEHAFRL
RKRE” BT (FRARKES) MUKKER, BERWHEREBHOLH SR
FBUFRE: (=) HAHBAEALRAR; (D) AFHEEIESE, B
BRAAR, AREFTEHR: (2 LARBMEXFGF—F%F: M () 51

MEA ML SR TEMT R P OHR . E-mail: hkeechye@gmail.com
© Centre for Malaysian Chinese Studies, Kuala Lumpur 2016



102

ik

B e, EUNBESG EARHRASREARKNEEFR. XL “25
HLHFWARRKRE” A, widTZEESRALEANS L EIRF KM
XTEZFAFREE. BEDRETERHBUAHNRR, (EACEREARRKE
N H—EPREERAEEM AL, UBSRALEAGOE LLER S B
H1A RALZ ALK A

Rgtinl: EBROAR. EZINF. ARM. &5 NEEASRA
RAEKRS

Abstract

Malaya was in a critical period of state of emergency during 1950s. The
Communist Party of Malaya (CPM) launched the armed struggle in 1948, but gradually
retreated to the northern part of Peninsular Malaya in the early 1950s after facing
severe military crackdown by the British colonial authorities. CPM finally established
its base in southern Thailand, near the Malaysia-Thailand border. The weakened
influence of CPM and the changing situation of the international cold war led to the
holding of “The Baling Peace Talks” in 1955. These have accelerated the independence
process of Malaya. The internal and external changes also marked a significant change
for the Chinese in Malaya in the struggle for their national identity and citizenship.
In April 1956, Lim Lian Geok took the initiative to convene the National Congress
of Registered Chinese Societies and Associations of the Federation of Malaya for
Citizenship. The National Congress received support from 454 Chinese Societies and
was attended by more than 1,000 delegates. The congress passed the “Declaration for
the Demand of Citizenship” and 4 resolutions as the main demands of Chinese to the
government of Malaya which was about to gain independence: (1) All men and women
born in the Federation shall automatically become citizens; (2) Non-citizens residing
in the Federation for more than 5 years may apply for citizenship without having to
undergo any language test; (3) All citizens of the Federation shall have equal rights
and obligations; (4) Malay, Chinese and Tamil shall be official languages. With a case
study of the National Congress of Registered Chinese Societies and Associations of
the Federation of Malaya for Citizenship, this paper discusses the development of the
local consciousness of Malaysian Chinese and the changing of their national identity
before and after independence. Due to the development of ethnic politics in Malaysia,
patriotism towards the nation of Malaysian Chinese who has acquired Malaysian
citizenship has been questioned. It makes the Malaysian Chinese always struggle

between the real feeling of loyalty to the nation and their seemingly virtual citizenship.
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Congress of Registered Chinese Societies and Associations of the Federation
of Malaya for Citizenship
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