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Abstract

The Chinese community in Singapore has concemns about the impact and
consequences of the May Fourth Movement which took place in China a hundred years
ago. This article discusses how Singapore Chinese newspapers commemorated the
May Fourth Movement and how Singapore government officials and public opinion
evaluated the mass movement between 1949 and 2009. The sources for discussion
include the Singapore-based Nanyang Siang Pau and Lianhe Zaobao. Five different
periods are highlighted for discussion, i.e., 1949-1965, 1966-1976, 1977-1989,
1990-1999 and 2000-2009. The authors illustrate the characteristics of May Fourth
commemoration during each period, and analyze how the political situation in China,
political-economic-social environment in Singapore and Malaysia intertwines with the

quantity and nature of the May Fourth commemoration.
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